LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
PARLIAMENT OF NEW SOUTH WALES

Standing Committee on Social Issues

YOUTH VIOLENCE

Issues Paper

The purpose of this Issues Paper is to provide the basis for written submissions
to the Standing Committee on Social Issues and for public hearings
to be conducted by the Committee

Issues Paper No. 1 | | _' Sepfember 1993

Reprinted February 1994



September 1993
Standing Committee on Social Issues, Issues Paper No 1

ISBN O 7310 1994 6



MEMBERS
OF THE

STANDING COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL ISSUES

Hon Dr Marlene Goldsmith, MLC Chairman

Hon Ann Symonds, MLC Deputy Chairperson

Hon Franca Arena, MLC
Hon Lloyd Coleman, MLC
Hon Keith Enderbury, MLC
Hon Elisabeth Kirkby, MLC
Hon Doug Moppett, MLC
Rev The Hon Fred Nile, MLC
Hon John Ryan, MLC

Hon Helen Sham-Ho, MLC

Dr Jennifer Knight

Ms Alexandra Shehadie
Mr Glen Baird

Ms Heather Crichton

Ms Annie Marshall

SECRETARIAT

Liberal Party
Australian Labor Party
Australian Labor Party

National Party
Australian Labor Party
Australian Democrats

National Party

Call to Australia Group
Liberal Party

Liberal Party

Committee Director
Senior Project Officer.
Senior Project Officer

Committee Officer

Assistant-Committee Officer




PUBLICATIONS BY THE

STANDING COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL ISSUES

Report No. 1

Report No. 2

Report No. 3

Report No. 4

Report No. 5

Copies available from: "

Telephone:

Facsimile:

Accessing Adoption Information
October 1989

Drug Abuse Among Youth, Volume One
December 1990

Medically Acquired H.I. V.
October 1991

Juvenile Justice in New South Wales
May 1992

Births, Deaths and Marriages: An Open
Register? March 1993

The Secretariat

Legislative Council Standing Committee on
Social Issues

Parliament House

Macquarie Street

Sydney NSW 2000

(02) 230 2986

(02) 230 2981

ii



FUNCTIONS OF THE
STANDING COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL ISSUES

The functions of the Committee are to inquire into, consider, and report to the
Legislative Council on:

| any proposal, matter or thing concerned with the social
development of the people in all areas of NSW

u the equality of access to the services and benefits
provided by the government and non-government sector
to the people in all areas of NSW

] the opportunities available to the people in all areas of
NSW to attain their optimum level of personal
development
u and the role of government in promoting the welfare of
the people in all areas of NSW.
OPERATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE
Matters for inquiry may be referred to the Committee by resolution of the
Legislative Council; a Minister of the Crown; or by way of relevant annual reports

and petitions.

The Committee has the legislative power to:

u summon witnesses
| make visits of inspection
u call upon the services of government organisations and

their staff, with the consent of the appropriate minister

L] accept written submissions concerning inquiries from
any person or organisation

u conduct hearings in public
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Terms of Reference

TERMS OF REFERENCE

That the Standing Committee on Social Issues:

n collect and analyse data on the occurrences of youth
violence, including violent incidents in schools, and its
underlying causes;

] examine the policies, actions, research, and proposals of
relevant Government Agencies and the impact of racial
tension, unemployment, family breakdown, media
portrayal of violence and any other relevant factors in
relation to youth violence; and

] make recommendations to the New South Wales
Parliament to assist all relevant Government Agencies to
develop the most effective strategies to deal with youth
violence.




Chairman's Foreword

CHAIRMAN'S FOREWORD

In 1992 the Standing Committee on Social Issues examined juvenile justice and
undertook a very extensive and thorough review of the state's Juvenile Justice System.
Given this background in the area of youth, the Committee was very pleased to be asked
by the Minister for Education, Training and Youth Affairs, the Hon V Chadwick, to
inquire into youth violence. We are particularly grateful to the Minister for providing the
research resources for the preparation of this initial Paper. '

We recognise that the issue of youth violence is a complex and sensitive one. This
Issues Paper has been prepared as the first step in the inquiry process. It is anticipated
that the Paper will be a tool for gathering further information on youth violence. The
Paper is therefore a compendium of information for people who would now like to
propose appropriate strategies to address the issue of youth violence. These proposals
can be put to the Committee by way of written submissions and public hearings. Details
of these further stages of the Committee's inquiry are given at the end of this Paper.

As the inquiry is in its early stages, it should not be assumed that this Paper reflects the
opinions or views of any Committee members, nor does it analyse or evaluate current
policies and initiatives. The Committee considers it more appropriate to hear from
experts and the community before it forms its views.

In conducting this inquiry, the Committee wishes to stress that it in no way encourages
the public to conclude that youth are necessarily more violent than the rest of the
community. ltis also very aware of the distressing fact that youth are frequently victims
of violence.

| would like, on behalf of the Committee, to express our gratitude to the cooperation
provided by the Office of Youth Affairs in the preparation of this Paper. Ms Karen
Paterson and Mr Peter Connelly provided invaluable assistance. | would also like to
thank the Secretariat for their efforts in the preparation of this paper: Jennifer Knight,
Committee Director, Alex Shehadie and Glen Baird, Senior Project Officers, Heather
Crichton, Committee Officer and Assistant Committee Officer, Annie Marshall for their
administrative support to the Committee.

It is now with pleasure that, on behalf of the Committee, | call upon all those interested
in the issue, particularly the youth of this state, to make written submissions forwarding
views and constructive estions.

Th& Hon Dr Marlene Goldsmith, MLC
Committee Chairman
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